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The Primary Purpose –
Continuous At Sea Deterrent 
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3 x Vanguard Class Nuclear Powered Submarines 

carrying Trident Nuclear Ballistic Missiles

1 x Vanguard Class in refit at Devonport
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Royal Naval Armaments Depot Coulport
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SSN – Nuclear Powered Conventionally 
Armed Submarines

Astute Class     ASTUTE - Maintenance after 2nd Operational Deployment           

AMBUSH - At sea on Operations                          

ARTFUL - Sea trials period

AUDACIOUS - In build, due out late 2017

Trafalgar Class    2 in maintenance/defect rectification (TORBAY/TRIUMPH)

2 in deep maintenance (TRENCHANT/TALENT)

All multi-role - TLAM; ASW; ASuW; SF; I&W; support
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The Other Faslane Operational Units

Northern Diving Group –

circa 100 Sailors

Fleet Protection Group Royal 

Marines – circa 1,000 Marines

1ST Mine Counter Measures 

Squadron – 7 Ships: circa 500 

Sailors

1st Patrol Boat Squadron   

– 2 ships: circa 100 Sailors
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The Base Provides:

• HQ of the Royal Navy in Scotland

• A home for 3,400 Service Personnel

• Comprehensive Engineering Support
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The Base Provides:

• HQ of the Royal Navy in Scotland

• A home for 3,400 Service Personnel

• Comprehensive Engineering Support

• Safety and Assurance as a Nuclear Authorised Site

• Extensive Security Assurance

• Submarine and General Naval Training

• Submarine Escape and Rescue service
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Maritime Change Programme

Today

• 3(4) SSBNs; 3 SSNs; 7 MCMVs

• 6,800 directly employed

(3,400 RN/RM + 3,400 Others)

2022

• 3(4) SSBNs; 7 SSNs; 7 MCMVs

• 8,200 directly employed

(4,800 RN/RM & 3,400 Others)

1,550 MoD Civilians

1,600 Babcock

150 ABL Alliance

100 Others



HMNB Clyde Base Overview

Joint Area Development Plan with ABC

A&BC Aims

• Increased population

• More job opportunities

• Improved Education provision

• Better communications 

infrastructure

MOD Aims

•Most submariners and their Families living 

in the local area, which requires:

•Opportunity to rent or purchase own home.

•Spousal job opportunities.

•Children’s Education

•Sustainable commuting (daily and weekly).
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Questions?


